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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Virginia Todds, compiled by J. R. Witcroft, Merchantville, N. J. 
Despatch Publishing House, Frankford, Phila. 1013, pp. 34. 

This is a compilation of data in regard to the various Todd families 
in Virginia. Much of the material used was published in the Va. Mag- 
azine of History and Biography in 1895 (Vol. Ill, 79-83). but no credit 
is given. In several places the exact language of the publication in our 
magazine is used. The pamphlet will be of use to persons interested 
in the Todd family, as it contains considerable matter in addition to 
that printed formerly in the magazine. 

The Elmira Prison Camp. A History of the Military Prison at 
Elmira, N. Y., July 6, 1864, to July 10, 1865. By Clay W. Holmes, 
A. N. with an appendix containing Names of the Confederate Prisoners 
buried in Woodlawn National Cemetery. With 62 illustrations, G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, New York and London. The Knickerbocker Press 1912, 
pp. xviii, 465. 

This is a carefully studied and evidently honest attempt to write the 
history of the great military prison at Elmira. Mr. Holmes is plainly 
a humane and fair-minded man and has gathered his material from Con- 
federate as well as Federal Sources; but with them both, one of the best 
of its kind, shows that no impartial history of Civil War prison camps 
can yet be written. With all his desire to be fair the author writes 
as advocate and not as a judge. Elmira may have been one of the best 
of the military prisons; but this terrible 24% death rate is a fact which 
cannot be argued or explained away. All students of the Civil War 
prisons will find this book of great interest. It should be stated that 
Mr. Holmes publishes many letters from Confederates who were prison- 
ers at Elmira which speak, in general, of humane treatment, and, for a 
prison, good conditions. 

Contemporary American History 1867-1913, by Charles A. Beard, 
Associate Professor of Politics in Columbia University. New York 1914, 
pp. vii, 397, New York, The MacMillan Co., 1914. Professor Beard 
says, in his preface, that in teaching American government and politics 
he constantly meets large numbers of students who have no knowledge 
of the most elementary facts of American history since the Civil War. 
If the professor were to extend his questionings to the world outside of 



